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AUSTRALIA MINI-SYMPOSIUM

DO MANAGEMENT PLANS OR TRADITIONAL USE AND CONSERVATION
AGREEMENTS REALLY CHANGE HOW MANY TURTLES ARE TAKEN BY
INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES? WORKING TOWARDS DEVELOPING REAL
SUSTAINABLE TURTLE HUNTING PRACTICES IN NORTH QUEENSLAND*

lan P. Bell* and James Gaston?

! Queensland Environmental Protection Agency, Townsville, Queensland, Australia
? Queensland Department of Natural Resources and Water, Townsville, Queensland, Australia

North Queensland Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders have historically taken marine turtles and their eggs as
both a valuable source of protein and for traditional purposes over many generations. Today, however, modern
technologies such as high speed boats now allow access to areas that were never or rarely visited, and provide an ability
to take turtles and eggs at an increased quantity and frequency. This hunting effort has led to a localised paucity of
turtles in coastal areas adjacent to some communities. The targeted hunting of adult female turtles in their feeding areas
is also likely to be a contributing factor in the decline of green turtles, Chelonia mydas, nesting in the far northern
section of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area. Management agencies recognise this and are attempting to put
in place strategies that address these issues such as: conducting workshops with Traditional Owner groups and other
Government agencies; developing consultation strategies to engage Traditional Owner groups in the management
agencies programs; creating culturally appropriate policies that reflect Traditional Owner's cultural and heritage values
for their sea country; distributing posters, newsletters, fact sheets and website information which provide cultural
awareness of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples relationships and connection to sea country; and
encouraging Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander membership on various management boards and consultative
committees. The value of laying a foundation of collaborative co-management is recognised. However, these strategies
have typically failed to address the fundamental need of engaging actual hunters in the development of on-ground
activities that specifically address sustainable management techniques for their coastal and sea country. In this paper I
will discuss successes and failures of hunter involvement in the north Queensland marine turtle research program with
examples from two Traditional Owner groups.

MAKING TURTLES COUNT ON THE NSW NORTH COAST*

Marny Bonner, Keith Williams, and Rochelle Ferris
Australian Sea Bird Rescue, Alstonville, NSW, Australia

Six species of marine turtles occur in Australian waters. The NSW North Coast is the southernmost limit of the
breeding and nesting areas for three species: Caretta caretta, Chelonia mydas and Dermochelys coriacea. An
additional three species have also been sighted in local waters: Eretmochelys imbricata, Lepidochelys olivacea and
Natator depressus. However, most research has been focused on populati